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It is with heartfelt joy that I welcome you, on behalf of the congregation of the First Church of 
Christ ~ Bradford, to the 2019 Annual Report, presented at our 337th Annual Meeting. 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised for His sustaining grace to us this past year! As you will 
clearly see throughout the reports of our ministry teams, God is at work among us! By His great 
power and outstretched arm, we experienced together that nothing is too hard for the Lord! 

We would like to extend a large-hearted thank you to all of our members who have expressed 
their faith in Jesus Christ by their generous giving of time, talent and treasure! You make this 
church, under God, what we are! As we often say around here out of a humble posture: “All of us 
matter, but none of us is the point… Jesus Christ IS!” Most importantly, you have embraced and 
shared in the joy of the finished work of Jesus Christ for you! Continue to hold on to the gospel 
with tenacious faith. It is showing! It is evident that God is at work among us. And we could not 
be what we are and we could not do what we do, apart from the grace of God working for, in and 
through us all. May the Lord bless us beyond all we could ask or think, as we move forward into 
2020. 

To the Trustees of the Church, we once again are very thankful to you for your consistent 
generosity to the mission of our fellowship.  Quietly behind the scenes you show us just how 
much support we have from you. We want you to know you all are in our prayers, and we are 
here to help, serve and encourage each and every one of you. God bless you… 

To all of our “friends of the church” who supported our mission in 2019, we express our deep 
gratitude. There are many generous people who love this church and express thier support all the 
year long. To you… and you know who you are… we say “Thank You”! 

It is hard to imagine that what our founding spiritual parents began as a small gathering of 
believers in Jesus in 1682, has become a massive footprint for Christ over the past 337 years in 
Bradford, Haverhill, throughout the Merrimack Valley and to the ends of the earth! God has spread 
the fame of His Name in Jesus Christ to many people through this fellowship! He who has begun a 
good work will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ! (Philippians 1:6)                                  
We are thrilled to carry the torch in this current season of life and ministry, to build in Christ a 
vibrant spiritual community in the day that we live. We are also seeking God’s blessing that we 
may pass the torch on to the next generation, so that this fellowship will continue to be a beacon 
of light and hope in Jesus for generations to come. So we pray to God that He will grant us to 
“maximize” in every way, to the glory of God, for the joy and good of our souls, and for the 
furthering of the unstoppable gospel (good news) of the forgiveness of sins and the declaration of 
righteousness that is found in Jesus Christ! 

All because… It. Is. Finished! 

Warmly, Pastor Danny 

t h e  W E L C O M E

“We pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 
being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”             
- Ephesians 3:16-19
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In the presence of God, angels and men, I do now solemnly avouch the Lord Jehovah, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be my God, the object of my supreme love and my portion forever.  

I cordially acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ in all his mediatorial offices, as Prophet, Priest and 
King, to be my only Savior; and the Holy Ghost to be my only sanctifier, comforter and guide.  

I humbly and cheerfully devote myself to God in the everlasting covenant of his grace,   
consecrating all my powers and faculties, with all that I possess, to his service; promising through 
the assistance of his Spirit, that I will give diligent attendance on his word and ordinances, seek the 
honor and interest of his kingdom, and, henceforth, denying all ungodliness and every worldly lust, 
live soberly, righteously and godly in the world. 

I also cordially join myself to this church, as a true church of Christ, engaging to 
submit to its government and discipline, to strive earnestly for its purity, peace and enlargement, 
and to walk with its members in all charity, faithfulness and circumspection. 

We, then, the members of this Church, receive you affectionately to our communion, 
promising you our prayers, our Christian sympathy and our love; engaging on our part also to walk 
with you in all becoming watchfulness, kindness and fidelity; hoping that you and we shall become 
more and more conformed to the example of our divine Master, till we come at last to the perfection 
of holiness in the kingdom of his glory.  

AMEN. 

t h e  C O V E N A N T

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people 
of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my 
covenant, though I was a husband to them, ” Declares the LORD. “This is the covenant I will 
make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their 
minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.”                        
- Jeremiah 31:31-33

1



 

HEAR YE, HEAR YE, HEAR YE 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the 337th ANNUAL MEETING of the First 
Church of Christ, Bradford, is hereby called for SUNDAY, February 9, 2020, at 11:30 AM, 
whereby the said members shall ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING OFFICIAL BUSINESS: 

Article I: To elect a Moderator to preside over all business meetings of the Church in the coming 
year.  
 Article II: To elect Officers of the Church, who will serve until the next Annual Meeting in 2021. 
Article III: To review the report of the Treasurer and to act thereon. 
Article IV: To hear the report of the Auditor (if provided) and to act thereon. 
Article V: To review all reports of the Committees & Leaders of the Church that may lawfully come 
before the meeting & to act thereon. 
Article VI: To hear the Ministry Vision for 2020. 
Article VII: To act upon any other business that may lawfully come before said meeting.    

ONLY MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE ON ISSUES, ALTHOUGH ALL 
CONGREGANTS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.  IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR BY-LAWS, A 
QUORUM OF 15% OF THE ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP OF THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
BRADFORD, MASSACHUSETTS, OR NINETEEN (19) MEMBERS, ARE REQUIRED TO BE IN 
ATTENDANCE TO PASS A VOTE.   

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED AND WARNED THAT ALL LAWFULLY ACTED UPON AND DULY 
VOTED UPON MATTERS SHALL BECOME BINDING AND SO ADOPTED BY THE CHURCH.   

EXECUTED UNDER MY OFFICIAL HAND AND SEAL THIS  8th DAY OF January, 2020. 

SIGNED, 

Susan Bergeron, Clerk 

t h e  W A R R A N T

“But all things should be done decently and in order.” - 1 Corinthians 14:40 2



 

2019: The Year of Engagement                                                                           
As we enter the year of our Lord 2020 - ministry year 338 - there presses upon us, the people of 
the First Church of Christ~Bradford, the immense challenge to remain faithful to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ while considering how to be most culturally relevant in the world which we live and 
seek to reach with the liberating good news of Jesus.  

The First Church of Christ~Bradford exists to connect God’s inexhaustible grace to an exhausted 
world through the finished work of Jesus Christ!                                                                 
Driving our vision are OUR FOUR PILLARS                                                                                                                   
Rooted in the Bible - Connected to the Past - Relevant in the Present - Hopeful for the Future 

Driving our mission are OUR FOUR REACHES                                                                                    
The DOWNreach of Declaring God’s two words of Law & Gospel…                                                       
The UPreach of worship, prayer & praise…                                                                                         
The INreach of love, care & discipleship…                                                                                      
The OUTreach of gospel driven compassion and mercy…                                                                       
Here we see all the directions that the good news of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
impacts our broken and needy souls and the world in which we live.  

With this calling upon us from God, we experienced a year of firing on all ministry cylinders, while 
yearning, growing and dreaming of what was, what is and what’s to come. Faced with challenges 
on many sides, we began a season of deep reflection in 2019 - a time considering what we have 
been about by God’s will for the past 337 years, and the many specific ways we are seeking God 
for the days, months and years that lie ahead, so that we may be most impacted and impactful. 

The idea of ENGAGEMENT is our spiritual trajectory for 2020. As God engages us at a deeper 
level than ever before, we likewise desire to explore more deeply the word and will of God that 
speaks to our vision and mission. As we grow deeper in faith, fueled by the living Word of God 
and the leading of the Holy Spirit, we will see God gloried, our souls rejoice and the unstoppable 
gospel go deeper into our hearts and deeper into the needs of those in our community, region and 
world. At the heart of this vision must be deeper personal and corporate prayer. 

Please be in prayer for a deeper level of growth - spiritually and numerically - in 2020. And please 
consider new ways that we can learn together, minister together and grow together. 

Jesus said He will build the church…and nothing will be able to stop it! Remember, He is our All in 
All. All power belongs to our God, and His promises are our soul’s anchor! May God lead us and 
bless us in 2020 beyond our wildest dreams! 

Thank you to each and every person who labors in the joy of the Lord to make our church a 
family and our collective mission a reality. God bless you. 

Respectfully Submitted, Danny Ovalle, Pastor 

f r o m  t h e  P A S T O R

“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less and less 
interested but they've said that before and every time they say that, the Church rises up again 
and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this moment God wants to renew His 
Church. We need to see God's deep desire for the Church and just how powerful she is when 
she walks in the way of the Kingdom.”  - Pastor Mark Sayers, Red Church, Melbourne, AU
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the Many thanks to everyone who has provided so much support to me with my Moderator duties 

over the last FIVE years.   It has been an honor and very humbling to be involved in the lives 
of so many wonderful and supportive people.   

I feel fortunate to have been able to play a small role in the journey the Lord has planned for 
us.  I highlighted FIVE because when I think about how quickly these last few years  went by 
it makes me realize how important it is that we think, plan and pray for our future.    

It will be 2030 before we know it!    

Even though I am sure there will be many challenges ahead of us, the momentum that has 
been building over the past few years is positioning us well for whatever the Lord sends our 
way. 

Thanks again for your unending and gracious support of me and our wonderful Church family. 

May the Lord continue to bless us abundantly and graciously during 2020 and forever. 

Respectfully submitted, Peter Mills, Moderator 

f r o m  t h e  M O D E R AT O R  

“Let  your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 
answer everyone.”  - Colossians 4:6
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less and less 
interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that the Church rises up again 

REPORT OF THE MINUTES OF THE 336th ANNUAL MEETING THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST-
BRADFORD 

The 336th ANNUAL MEETING of The First Church of Christ-Bradford was held on SUNDAY, 
February 10, 2019 at 11:30 am. The members were asked to stand and count off in numerical 
order to ensure that a quorum of 19 members as designated by our current by-laws was 
achieved. There were 29 members in attendance and the meeting proceeded. 

The Warrant had been read prior in the worship service by Susan Bergeron, Clerk and was re-
read at the beginning of the Annual Meeting. 

Peter Mills, Moderator called the meeting to order. A prayer for our church and the Annual 
Meeting was offered by Pastor Danny Ovalle followed by a moment of silence for our dear 
members and friends who passed away in 2018. 
Members: Elinor B. Spofford, Jayne L. Stewart. 

A MOTION was then duly made, and SECOND, unanimously voted to appoint Peter Mills as our 
Moderator for the coming year. The meeting then continued under his direction. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was then presented. A MOTION being duly made and 
SECOND, it was voted unanimously to elect all officers and committee members as noted in 
the Nominating Report to serve until our next Annual Meeting. 

The report of the Treasurer was then reviewed. A MOTION was duly made and SECOND, and it 
was voted unanimously to approve the Treasurer's report by Linda Cunningham, Treasurer. 

The reports of the committees were then unanimously approved after a MOTION was duly 
made and SECOND. There was no further discussion. 

Pastor Danny Ovalle the presented an overview of the FCC Ministry Vision for the 2019. 

During the New Business discussion, many ideas were given for possible events and growth of 
the church. These will be reviewed at the next Vision meeting. 

As there was no further business brought before the group gathered, a MOTION was duly 
made and SECOND, and it was voted unanimously to adjourn the 336th Annual Meeting of the 
First Church of Christ - Bradford.  

t h e  3 3 6  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  M I N U T E S

“Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that 
even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.” - John 21:25 5



 

“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 
Kingdom.”  The Active Membership reported as of December 31,1018: 126 

New Members received in 2019: 0 

Members removed by Death: 

Jane Mills   

Sean A. Duffy  

Lois Anthony  

Helen Pashigain  

Alan D. Kinsman  

Nancy Pearl                                                                                                                                     

Friends of the Church: Richard D.Chute, Gladys M. Harris, Dale F. Rogers, Allan P. Hills 

Active Membership as of December 31,2019: 120 

There were no Baptisms reported to the Clerk in 2019 

There was 1 Marriage reported to the Clerk in 2019:                                                                         
Robyn A. (Higgins) & Jian Carlos Toledano November 5,2019 
Officiant Lisa Anginoe  

Respectfully Submitted, Susan Bergeron, Clerk

f r o m  t h e  C L E R K  

“All Israel was listed in the genealogies recorded in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.”     
- 1 Chronicles 9:1a  6



 

“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 
Kingdom.”  I would like to thank all members of the Diaconate who served our congregation during 2019: 

Susan Bergeron, Joyce LaRosa, Linda Caruso, Gil Malfatti, Ellen Soucy, Nancy Murphy, Fran 
Webber and Tony Lucies, who have served with great dedication and love for FCC.               

The Diaconate continues to reach in with a focus on hospitality and care within and outside 
the walls of FCC. We have enjoyed preparing the sanctuary for service each week, serving 
communion the first Sunday of the month, fellowship hour after Sunday service and pot luck 
on the last Sunday of the month.                                                                                     
In February we welcomed Timberlane Regional High School To celebrate The life of Henry 
Opukaha’ia, commemorating God’s amazing grace to Hawaii 200 years ago. We also 
welcomed Boston Teen Challenge Men’s choir in October and heard of God’s amazing grace 
and His delivering freedom from addiction.                                                                                      

We continue look to Lord for His guidance in the area of children’s ministry and nursery. As a 
team we are prayerfully working through ways to go “Deeper and Broader” in our walk with 
Jesus and in our impact into the community, both individually and corporately.                            

A special thank you to the Flower Team, who continues to decorate our church for holidays 
and other special occasions. Special dedication is placed on delivering flowers to those in our 
church family during times of illness and loss. 

The Diaconate Team continues to work with the Christian Outreach Team for co-oversight to 
help meet the everyday needs of our congregation. 

Thank you to all who helped the Diaconate in many various ways. As always, we welcome our 
congregation to join us in our monthly meetings the first Thursday of each month. 

With God’s Love and the Spirit’s Guidance. 

Respectfully Submitted, Mark Soucy, Senior Deacon

f r o m  t h e  D I A C O N AT E  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.” - Acts 2:42
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the Over the past year our Worship Team met every 3 months to select Christ-centered and doctrinally-sound 

worship music. Nine new hymns have been added to our regular rotation. It has been a great time of 
fellowship with Christ and each other. We have been praying and discussing about going deeper in Christ, 
not only with rehearsals, but also where we see ourselves headed in the future with Jesus as our Captain 
of the Ship.                                                  

We have also purchased four high quality audio cables for our new sound system, which can be used for 
additional inputs (more mics and/or instruments) and as backup for our existing cables. This gives us 
backup capability we haven't had before.  

Over the past year we have been able to accomplish a lot with our Savior’s help and guiding hand. Here is 
a list of accomplishments:  

Hawaiian Missions w Timberlane HS Choir & Select Chorus 

Tenor Concert 

Summer Concert Series 

Veterans Day Concert 

John & Paula Skinner led worship at FCC 

Restore: New England in October 

Boston Adult & Teen Challenge Men’s Choir 

Marilyn Crosby going to Getty Music Conference 

Christmas. Real. Simple. Night of Worship 

There is a great need to train interested people to run the sound system. We welcome all who would 
like to join us in this aspect of ministry worshipping our amazing Savior on Sunday mornings at 
9:15am, to do it for his glory and the spreading of his incredible and unstoppable Gospel! 

Respectfully Submitted, Scott Higgins, Chair 

f r o m  t h e  M U S I C  T E A M  

“Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs of the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts.” - Colossians 3:16 
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 
Kingdom.”  Through your generosity, proceeds from our Souper Bowl of Caring and other special donations we                                

supported the following ministries. 
1.Market Basket Gifts Cards were given, at Easter and Christmas, to 10 individuals or families of 
our church family who find themselves needing just a little bit more during holiday times.  The 
funds for this came from our Souper Bowl of Caring fundraising. 
2.Common Ground Café again received monetary donations to help them serve those in the 
homeless community.  In addition Joyce LaRosa continued picking up baked goods from a grocery 
store and delivering them to the Café. 
3.Northeast Veterans Outreach Center is our November ministry.  During the month and at the 
Christmas Fair we collected non-perishable items for their food pantry.  Again, this year we 
purchased turkeys to for their Thanksgiving Dinner.  This was done with donations to our Food 
Pantry Fund. Thank you to Bob Forisso for being our liaison with the Center, and delivering not only 
the food collected but picking up and delivering the turkeys and baked good left from our Christmas 
Fair.    
4.The Pregnancy Care Center is our May ministry. The year we participated in their “fill the 
bottle” campaign where baby bottles home filled them with coins, checks or paper money.  Ellen 
Soucy, Janet Charette and Marilyn Crosby attended their annual dinner and made a donation from 
the church. 
5.Community Meals again was served in the Spring and the Fall.  In addition to the $250 donated 
for the cost of the meal we gather a group of faithful from the church to serve the meal to the 
hunger, blessing them with the love of Christ.   
6.Sacred Hearts Food Pantry is the recipient of our monthly food donations as well as many 
items received from our Souper Bowl of Caring. 
7.The Millers in Nepal received support through monetary donations and prayer.  Time has passed 
quickly as the Millers have been in Nepal for more than a year now and updates us on their 
progress of their ministry and everyday life of their family.  Please continue to keep them in your 
prayers. 
8.Operation Christmas Child a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse.  We filled 24 shoe boxes to be sent 
to children in need around the world. 
9.Fostering Hope partners with local churches and regions of churches to develop, implement, and 
maintain robust, sustainable, foster and adoptive care ministries.  Marilyn Crosby has been 
attending their meetings her at First Church.  In October we hosted a fun gathering of foster 
children who are in different homes, in an effort to bring them together for some fun.  Foster Care 
Snack Program is our ministry through Fostering Hope.  We continue to supply snack bags and 
water bottles to the DCF office in Bradford for children who are waiting in their office for foster 
parents to pick them up. 
10.Cummings Properties employees gifted us with a $5,000 donation to be used for the food 
pantries that we support. 

We thank you all for your continued support and encourage you all to join in participation and prayer 
for the OUTreach mission of First Church of Christ as we moved forward in service. 

Respectfully Submitted, Marilyn Crosby, Chair

f r o m  t h e  C H R I S T I A N  O U T R E A C H  T E A M

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” - Acts 1:8 9



 

“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 
Kingdom.”  In 2019 the property committee continued to coordinate many activities and facility usage.  

In addition to the general ongoing maintenance issues, the following were accomplished: 
Hit List - A detailed Hit List was developed.  
Congregational Cleanup days (6 in all).  
Added a Friday Opportunity Works cleanup. 

Inside:  
❖ Heating system - preventative maintenance done. 
❖ Sanctuary:Windows - Received quote/sample. Work to begin in the Spring  
❖ Sanctuary had ceiling repaired  
❖ Gym/Fellowship Hall - Broken windows replaced. 
❖ Downstairs rooms have all been cleaned out. 
❖ Kitchen: Health Department – Inspected. Kitchen upgrade is being reviewed.  
❖ Facility rental fees - being reviewed. New rates available end January 2020.   
❖ Part-time Sexton - Discussion continues. 

Outside 
❖ Shed raised and leveled 
❖ Repaired & serviced lawn mower 
❖ New grass cutting schedule created  
❖ Side entrance windbreak/cover repaired  
❖ Dumpster: new lock on it  
❖ Gutters cleaned  
❖ Roof: loose shingles repaired  
❖ Ramp Entrance Painted 
❖ New door closer installed 
❖ Side entrance:  
❖ Hanging electric cords secured  
❖ Windbreak/cover support beams replaced 
❖ Driveway pot holes repaired 
❖ Leaves, broken limbs, etc removed 

Safe Church: Scheduled training meeting with HPD for February, 2020. Decision made that someone 
from FCCB will be required in hallway to monitor building security for all outside common events.  

As we put our hands to the plow, may God Bless all who have served the Lord!  

Respectfully Submitted, Michael Ovalle, Chair

f r o m  t h e  P R O P E R TY  T E A M  

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms. - 1 Peter 4:10
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 

As 2019 financial chairperson, I would like to thank all the members of the finance team for 
their participation during this challenging year.  I would especially like to thank Linda 
Cunningham for the many years she has worked as the Church treasurer. Linda will be taking a 
well-deserved break from the treasurer’s duties. She will remain with the finance team as a 
consultant until our new treasurer (Peter Mills) gets familiar with the responsibilities. Linda is a 
wonderful person to work with and did an excellent job as treasurer. She will truly be missed. I 
would also like to thank our moderator Peter Mills, for his financial guidance. Peter was not a 
member of our finance team, but he never missed a meeting and was always there when we 
needed him. 

As you all know, the members are dealing with a large building that is requiring a great deal of 
attention. In late 2018, the Church had to withdraw money from its investment fund to pay for 
repairs to the sanctuary ceiling in 2019. In 2020, the Church will be replacing all the windows 
in the sanctuary, which will be paid with borrowed funds that will increase the Church’s existing 
equity loan. These jobs are necessary and very costly. In addition, the Church’s kitchen is 
requiring substantial updates and improvements.   

Fortunately, our God continues to bless The First Church of Christ in Bradford in many ways. 

God put generosity into the hearts of the members and supporters, we received over 
$57,000 from the weekly collections.  

Between the road race and the fair, the church raised over $8,000. 

The Church received another $10,000 donation from an anonymous donor.  

The Church received $7,765 from memory offerings and a special gift. 

The Church also received over $22,500 from the trustees. 

The Church’s funds saw an excellent return on its investments.  

With these gifts from God, the Church was able to overcome the $33,790 deficit it faced in 
2019. 

The Church was also blessed with $3,000 from the Cummings Property Charitable Fund to 
disburse among local food pantries. 

The finance team recognizes and appreciates all that God is doing for the Church and will 
continue to be good stewards of His financial gifts. 

Finally, I would like to encourage everyone to come to a finance meeting. All are welcome. 
Requested agenda items must be added before the day of the meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted, Mike Lanza, Chair 

f r o m  t h e  F I N A N C E  T E A M  

“Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn 
not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given 
to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. 

For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” - Luke 6:36-38

As 2019 financial chairperson, I would like to thank all the members of the finance team for 
their participation during this challenging year.  I would especially like to thank Linda 
Cunningham for the many years she has worked as the Church treasurer. Linda will be taking a 
well-deserved break from the treasurer’s duties. She will remain with the finance team as a 
consultant until our new treasurer (Peter Mills) gets familiar with the responsibilities. Linda is a 
wonderful person to work with and did an excellent job as treasurer. She will truly be missed. I 
would also like to thank our moderator Peter Mills, for his financial guidance. Peter was not a 
member of our finance team, but he never missed a meeting and was always there when we 
needed him. 

As you all know, the members are dealing with a large building that is requiring a great deal of 
attention. In late 2018, the Church had to withdraw money from its investment fund to pay for 
repairs to the sanctuary ceiling in 2019. In 2020, the Church will be replacing all the windows 
in the sanctuary, which will be paid with borrowed funds that will increase the Church’s existing 
equity loan. These jobs are necessary and very costly. In addition, the Church’s kitchen is 
requiring substantial updates and improvements.   

Fortunately, our God continues to bless The First Church of Christ in Bradford in many ways. 

God put generosity into the hearts of the members and supporters, we received over 
$57,000 from the weekly collections.  

Between the road race and the fair, the church raised over $8,000. 

The Church received another $10,000 donation from an anonymous donor.  

The Church received $7,765 from memory offerings and a special gift. 

The Church also received over $22,500 from the trustees. 

The Church’s funds saw an excellent return on its investments.  

With these gifts from God, the Church was able to overcome the $33,790 deficit it faced in 
2019. 

The Church was also blessed with $3,000 from the Cummings Property Charitable Fund to 
disburse among local food pantries. 

The finance team recognizes and appreciates all that God is doing for the Church and will 
continue to be good stewards of His financial gifts. 

Finally, I would like to encourage everyone to come to a finance meeting. All are welcome. 
Requested agenda items must be added before the day of the meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted, Mike Lanza, Chair 
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 

“Let  your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 
answer everyone.”  - Colossians 4:6

t h e  A C T U A L S  ( P R O F I T  &  L O S S )



 

“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 
Kingdom.”  
- Mark Sayers, Red Church - Melbourne, AU

t h e  2 0 2 0  B U D G E T  



 

“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 
Kingdom.”  

“All Israel was listed in the genealogies recorded in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.”     
- 1 Chronicles 9:1a

The Haseltine Fund, whose established mission is to financially aide, as able, the families of Bradford 
who submit an appropriate request, reports the following: 
  
United Church Funds     (formerly known as the Massachusetts Congregational Funds) 
475 Riverside Drive       Suite 1020     New York, NY   10115 
Fixed Funds – Market Value as of  12-31-19                      $344.29 
Equity Funds – Market Value as of  12- 31-19                    $667.53 
Total                                                                             $1,011.82 
No action concerning these funds was made in 2019. 
  
Winslow, Evans, & Crocker, Inc.   175 Federal Street – Boston, Massachusetts   02110 
Brokerage Account Value as of 12-31-2019 
Cash, Money Funds, and Bank Deposits                         $ 1,535.50 
Equities                                                                      $111,484.45 
Total                                                                          $113,019.95 
  
Overall, the Haseltine Funds demonstrated an increase in value in response to the stock market 
changes. As per the guidelines for the Haseltine Fund, no more than 80% of the monies earned by 
the brokerage account were used for its stated mission in 2019. 
It is with the continuous Love and Grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, that we submit this 
report. Thank you for allowing us to serve our congregational family through the mission of the 
Haseltine Fund. 
  

Respectfully Submitted, Martha Kelleher & Susan Bergeron, Trustees
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 
Kingdom.”  

“All Israel was listed in the genealogies recorded in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah.”     
- 1 Chronicles 9:1a

This report covers the period January 1, 2019 thru December 31, 2019 

Account:   Bradford DuGrenier SCHOLARSHIP  
              
beginning balance:      $23,564.66    
                                    Interest income                     $       424.03 
                                     Donations                            $           0.00        
                                    Scholarships awarded             $      (424.03) 
                                    ending balance:       $23,564.66 
                                                    
DONATIONS:  no donations received 

ACTIVITY IN ACCOUNT 
Samantha Ovalle, scholarship recipient 

                                                            
ACCOUNT: Living Memorial Scholarship: 
   
beginning balance:                                                                                         $11,713.41  
                                    Interest income:                 $      209.84 
                                    Donations:                         $          0.00 
                                   Scholarships awarded           $     (209.84) 
                                    Ending balance                    $ 11,713.41   
  
DONATIONS:  no donations  

ACTIVITY IN ACCOUNT: 
Samantha Ovalle, scholarship recipient 

Respectfully Submitted, Nancy Esty, Scholarship Trustee
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“The narratives of the day may say that the Church is fading, that people are less 
and less interested, but they've said that before and every time they say that, the 
Church rises up again and God does a new thing. We need to believe that at this 
moment God wants to renew His Church… we need to see God's deep desire for 
the Church and just how powerful she is when she walks in the way of the 2020 OFFICERS AND MINISTRY TEAMS 

OFFICERS 
Pastor:  Daniel A. Ovalle        Moderator:  Gil Malfatti                   Clerk:  Susan Bergeron                         
Treasurer:  Peter Mills           Asst. Treasurer:  Kammy Lanza             
Financial Secretary:  Linda Caruso     Asst. Financial Secretary:  

EXECUTIVE TEAM  
Pastor:  Daniel A. Ovalle        Moderator:  Gil Malfatti                    Clerk:  Susan Bergeron 
Chairpersons of: (Vote at first Team Meeting) 
Diaconate:  
Finance:  
Property:  

STANDING TEAM  
Pastor:  Daniel A. Ovalle        Moderator:  Gil Malfatti (Chair)       Clerk: Susan Bergeron 
Chairpersons of: (Vote at first Team Meeting) 
Christian Outreach:  
Diaconate:                                           Finance: 
Music:                                                  Property:  

DEACONATE (9) 
Steve Swartz – Tony Lucies – Mark Soucy – Marilyn Lewis – Nancy Murphy   
Ellen Soucy – Fran Webber – Sandi Walker  

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH (6)  
Janet Charette – Susan Bergeron – Marilyn Crosby 
Josephine Ovalle – Michelle Shea – Jeannie Tenney 

FINANCE (4) (Treasurer & Asst  - Financial Secretary & Asst, are Ex Officio) 
Peter Mills (Treasurer) - Linda Caruso (Financial Secretary) 
Kammy Lanza (Asst Treasurer) – Steve Ovalle – Mike Lanza – Martha Kelleher  

MUSIC (3)  
Scott Higgins – Lauren Webber – Elizabeth Mungwazi 

PROPERTY (4)  
Barron Tenney – Marc Johnson – Mike Ovalle - Mark Murphy  

Unofficial TEAMS not on Standing, By-Laws (Article 9, Section 1.A) 

HISTORIANS:  Barron Tenney          FLOWERS: Joyce LaRosa – Susan Bergeron  

SCHOLARSHIP (2): Nancy Esty – Peter Mills     BELL-MASTER: Mark Sherar 

Respectfully Submitted, Peter Mills, Moderator of Nominating Team

f r o m  t h e  N o m i n a t i n g  Te a m  

“Even so the body (of Christ) is not made up of one part but of many.” - 1 Corinthians 12:14 16



VISION 

WE exist to connect 
God’s inexhaustible 

grace to an exhausted 
world through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord! 

OUR FOUR REACHES 

DOWN-reach of God’s true 
& living word.                       
UP-reach of worship, prayer 
& praise.                              
IN-reach of love, care & 
discipleship.                        
OUT-reach of compassion & 
mercy.

OUR FOUR PILLARS 

Rooted in the Bible  

Connected to the Past 

Relevant in the Present 

Hopeful for the Future

CONTACT US 

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
BRADFORD 

10 CHURCH ST BRADFORD, 
MA 01835 

(978) 374-1114 

FCCBRADFORD.ORG 

http://FCCBRADFORD.ORG
http://FCCBRADFORD.ORG

